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In the claims: 

1 . (currently amended) Apparatus for use by included in a wireless device in a wireless 
communications emrtronment including multiple access points and stations, wherein stations gain 
network access by associating with one of the access points, comprising: 

logic for associating the wireless device with a current access point; 

logic for ascertaining whether the wireless device diould attempt to associate vAih wb&^ 
at^ fl l ^pmflrive access r^itit fh^ ^^rtAftainin p based at least in-part on sigpal strengths of 
transmissions from the currep t and akemative access points; md 

logic for requestiJDig association with the anetfe^ alternative a ccess point if it is ascertained 
that the wireless device should attenjpt to associate with said alternative access point. 



2. (original) The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising: 

logic for amomaticaJly collecting information about other access points. 

3. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 2 wherein the logic for ascertaining ascertains 
that the wireless device should attempt to associate with anoth eg the alternative access point if the 
alternative a ccess point is closer than the cuixeut access point. 

4. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 3 wherdn the logic for ascertaining ascertains 
that the access point is closer than the current access point by: 

calculating a first biased distance between the wireless device and the current access point 
based on ''k" samples; 
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calculating a second biased distance between tte wireless device and the ^emativc access 

point operating on s aid onothcr chann el based on "jT samples where V is less than and 
ascertaining that th eahemative access point operating on said anot hn r rhnnn pl is closer 

than the current access pomt if the second biased distance is less than the first biased distance. 

5. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 3 wherein the logic for requesting association 
retpiests association by sending a message to the alternative access point, 

6. (new) Apparatus included in a wireless station in a wireless communications 
environment, the method comprising the steps of: 

logic operable to associate the station with a firet access point on a j5rst channel; 

logic operable to determine whether a second access point would provide a greater data 
rate than the first access point, where the respective data rates providable by the first and second 
access points are non-zero; and 

logic operable to request association with the second access point if it is determined that 
the second access point would provide a greater data rate than the first access point 

7. (new) The apparatus ofdaim 6 wherdra the second access point operates on the first cha^^ 

8. (new) Theapparatusofclaim6 wherein the second access point operates on a second 
chamieL 



PAGE 7/10'RCVDATim(l511:02:16/yM [Eastern StafHiardTiine]*SV^^^^^^ 



05-NOV-14 I0:02ain FrorSteubing.McGuiness ( Manaras LLP 978 264 9119 T-341 P-008/D10 F-943 



Serial No. 10/781284 -5- Art Unit: 2665 

9. (new) The {q)paiaius of claim 6 wherein the logic operable to detennnie whether the second 
access point would provide a greater data rate than the first access point employs, at least in-part, 
signal strength of transmis»ons firom the first and second access points. 

10. (new) The ^aiatusofdaim 6 wherdn the log^c operable to detemnne whether the second 
access point would provide a greater data rate than the first access pomt employs, at least in-part, 
an indication of loading advertised by the first and second access points. 
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